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Arlo Finch thought becoming a Ranger meant
learning wilderness skills, like camping and knots.
But upon arriving in the tiny town of Pine Mountain,
Colorado, Arlo soon learns there's so much more.
His new friends Indra and Wu teach him how to
harness the wild magi seeping in from the
mysterious Long Woods - a parallel realm of wonder
and danger.
First he must master the basics, including
snaplights, thunderclaps and identifying
supernatural creatures. But Arlo Finch is no
ordinary Ranger, and this is no ordinary time. A
dark and ancient force is sending threats into the
real world...ourworld. And whatever it is has its
sights set on Arlo.
Through perilous adventures and close calls, Arlo is
awakened to his unique destiny - but the obstacles
he faces will test the very foundations of the
Ranger's Vow: loyalty, bravery, kindness and truth.

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan,
one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced
and fought for her right to an education.
On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she
almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at
point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and
few expected her to survive.
Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an
extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern
Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At
sixteen, she has become a global symbol of peaceful protest
and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize.
I am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by
global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father
who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his
daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents
who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that
prizes sons.
I am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person's
voice to inspire change in the world.

Spensa's world has been under attack for
decades. Now pilots are the heroes of what's
left of the human race, and becoming one has
always been Spensa's dream. Since she was a
little girl, she has imagined soaring skyward and
proving her bravery. But her fate is intertwined
with her father's - a pilot himself who was
killed years ago when he abruptly deserted his
team, leaving Spensa's chances of attending
flight school at slim to none.
No one will let Spensa forget what her father
did, yet fate works in mysterious ways. Flight
school might be a long shot, but she is
determined to fly. And an accidental discovery
in a long-forgotten cavern might just provide
her with a way to claim the stars.

Here is the ultimate dog story, one filled
with emotion, adventure, and excitement.
During the Gold Rush, Buck is snatched
away from his peaceful home and brought
to the harsh and bitter Yukon to become
a sled dog. Will he adapt, and learn to
trust men? Or will his newly awakened
primitive instincts lead him to search for
the freedom he has never known?
Extraordinary both for the vividness of
its descriptions and the success with
which it imagines life from a non-human
perspective, Jack London's classic is one
of the greatest and most popular animal
stories ever written.

When a petty thief falls through a glass
roof in his attempt to escape from the
police, what should have been the death of
him marks the beginning of a whole new life.
After his broken body is reconstructed by
an ambitious young doctor, he is released
from prison, and, with the help of Victorian
London's extensive sewer system, he
becomes the most elusive burglar in the city.
He adopts a dual existence as a respectable,
wealthy gentleman named Montmorency, and
his degenerate servant Scarper. But
Montmorency must always be on guard. The
smallest mistake could reveal his secret and
ruin both his lives.

Thirteen-year-old Teddy Youngblood is in
a coma fighting for his life after an
unspecified football injury at training
camp. His family and friends flock to his
bedside to support his recovery—and to
discuss the events leading up to the
tragic accident.
Was this an inevitable result of playing a
violent sport, or was something more
sinister happening on the field that day?
Told in an innovative, multimedia format
combining dialogue, texts, newspaper
articles, transcripts, an online forum, and
Teddy’s inner thoughts, Game Changer
explores the joyous thrills and terrifying
risks of America’s most popular sport.

For all the ten years of her life, Hà
has only known Saigon: the thrills of
its markets, the joy of its traditions,
and the warmth of her friends close
by. But now the Vietnam War has
reached her home. Hà and her family
are forced to flee as Saigon falls,
and they board a ship headed toward
hope. In America, Hà discovers the
foreign world of Alabama: the
coldness of its strangers, the
dullness of its food . . . and the
strength of her very own family.

Lost and alone in a forbidden forest,
Otto meets three mysterious sisters
and suddenly finds himself entwined in
a puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a
promise, and a harmonica.
Decades later, Friedrich in Germany,
Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in
California each, in turn, become
interwoven when the very same
harmonica lands in their lives. All the
children face daunting challenges:
rescuing a father, protecting a
brother, holding a family together. And
ultimately, pulled by the invisible
thread of destiny, their solo stories
converge in an orchestral crescendo.

kira-kira (kee' ra kee' ra): glittering; shining
Glittering. That's how Katie Takeshima's
sister, Lynn, makes everything seem. The sky
is kira-kira because its color is deep but
see-through at the same time. The sea is
kira-kira for the same reason. And so are
people's eyes. When Katie and her family move
from a Japanese community in Iowa to the
Deep South of Georgia, it's Lynn who explains
to her why people stop them on the street to
stare. And it's Lynn who, with her special way
of viewing the world, teaches Katie to look
beyond tomorrow.
But when Lynn becomes desperately ill, and
the whole family begins to fall apart, it is up to
Katie to find a way to remind them all that
there is always something glittering, kira-kira,
in the future.

Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in
his grade, and everyone knows he can barely
read or write. Mason’s learning disabilities
are compounded by grief. Fifteen months
ago, Mason’s best friend, Benny Kilmartin,
turned up dead in the Buttle family’s
orchard. An investigation drags on, and
Mason, honest as the day is long, can’t
understand why Lieutenant Baird won’t
believe the story Mason has told about that
day.
Both Mason and his new friend, tiny Calvin
Chumsky, are relentlessly bullied by the
other boys in their neighborhood, so they
create an underground club space for
themselves. When Calvin goes missing, Mason
finds himself in trouble again. He’s
desperate to figure out what happened to
Calvin, and eventually, Benny.
But will anyone believe him?

Three different kids. One mission in common:
ESCAPE.
Josef is a Jewish boy in 1930s Nazi Germany.
With the threat of concentration camps looming,
he and his family board a ship bound for the other
side of the world…
Isabel is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and
unrest plaguing her country, she and her family set
out on a raft, hoping to find safety and freedom in
America…
Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his
homeland torn apart by violence and destruction,
he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe…
All three young people will go on harrowing
journeys in search of refuge. All will face
unimaginable dangers–from drownings to bombings
to betrayals. But for each of them, there is always
the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel,
and Mahmoud are separated by continents and
decades, surprising connections will tie their
stories together in the end.

When your cousin goes missing under
suspicious circumstances, who do you
call? There’s only one man for the
job: a half-crazed, half-feral,
one-eyed ex-governor named Skink.
Skink joins 14-year-old Richard on a
breakneck chase across Florida,
undaunted by lightning storms,
poisonous snakes, flying bullets, and
giant gators. There are a million
places cousin Malley could be, a
million unpleasant fates that might
have befallen her, but one thing is
certain: in the Florida swamp, justice
is best served wild.

Jobs’s remarkable life reads like a history of
the personal technology industry. He started
Apple Computer in his parents’ garage and
eventually became the tastemaker of a
generation, creating products we can’t live
without.
Through it all, he was an overbearing and
demanding perfectionist, both impossible and
inspiring. Capturing his unparalleled brilliance,
as well as his many demons, Jessie Hartland’s
engaging biography illuminates the meteoric
successes, devastating setbacks, and myriad
contradictions that make up the
extraordinary life and legacy of the insanely
great Steve Jobs.
Here's the perfect book for any teen
interested in STEM topics, especially tech.

Take two American teen chefs, add one heaping cup of Paris,
toss in a pinch of romance, and stir. . . .
Rosie Radeke firmly believes that happiness can be found at
the bottom of a mixing bowl. But she never expected that
she, a random nobody from East Liberty, Ohio, would be
accepted to celebrity chef Denis Laurent's school in Paris,
the most prestigious cooking program for teens in the entire
world. Life in Paris, however, isn't all cream puffs and crepes.
Faced with a challenging curriculum and a nightmare
professor, Rosie begins to doubt her dishes.
Henry Yi grew up in his dad's restaurant in Chicago, and his
lifelong love affair with food landed him a coveted spot in
Chef Laurent's school. He quickly connects with Rosie, but
academic pressure from home and his jealousy over Rosie's
growing friendship with gorgeous bad-boy baker Bodie Tal
makes Henry lash out and push his dream girl away.
Desperate to prove themselves, Rosie and Henry cook like
never before while sparks fly between them. But as they
reach their breaking points, they wonder whether they have
what it takes to become real chefs.
Perfect for lovers of Chopped Teen Tournament and Kids
Baking Championship, as well as anyone who dreams of a
romantic trip to France, Love la Mode follows Rosie and Henry
as they fall in love with food, with Paris, and ultimately, with
each other.

A bank of clouds was assembling
on the not-so-distant horizon, but
journalist-mountaineer Jon
Krakauer, standing on the summit
of Mt. Everest, saw nothing that
"suggested that a murderous
storm was bearing down." He was
wrong.
The storm, which claimed five
lives and left countless
more--including Krakauer's--in
guilt-ridden disarray, would also
provide the impetus for Into Thin
Air, Krakauer's epic account of
the May 1996 disaster.

The true story of an all-American girl and a boy from an
impoverished city in Zimbabwe and the letter that
changed both of their lives forever.
It started as an assignment. Everyone in Caitlin's class
wrote to an unknown student somewhere in a distant
place. All the other kids picked countries like France or
Germany, but when Caitlin saw Zimbabwe written on the
board, it sounded like the most exotic place she had
ever heard of - so she chose it.
Martin was lucky even to receive a pen-pal letter. There
were only 10 letters and 40 kids in his class. But he was
the top student, so he got the first one.
That letter was the beginning of a correspondence that
spanned six years and changed two lives.
In this compelling dual memoir, Caitlin and Martin
recount how they became best friends - and better
people - through letters. Their story will inspire
listeners to look beyond their own lives and wonder
about the world at large and their place in it.

Prince Sebastian is looking for a bride―or
rather, his parents are looking for one for
him. Sebastian is too busy hiding his
secret life from everyone. At night he
puts on daring dresses and takes Paris by
storm as the fabulous Lady Crystallia―the
hottest fashion icon in the world capital
of fashion!
Sebastian’s secret weapon (and best
friend) is the brilliant dressmaker
Frances―one of only two people who know
the truth: sometimes this boy wears
dresses. But Frances dreams of
greatness, and being someone’s secret
weapon means being a secret. Forever.
How long can Frances defer her dreams to
protect a friend? Jen Wang weaves an
exuberantly romantic tale of identity,
young love, art, and family. A fairy tale
for any age, The Prince and the
Dressmaker will steal your heart.

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between
two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she
lives and the fancy suburban prep school she
attends. The uneasy balance between these
worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the
fatal shooting of her childhood best friend
Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil
was unarmed.
Soon afterward, his death is a national
headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe
even a drug dealer and a gangbanger.
Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s
name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to
intimidate Starr and her family. What
everyone wants to know is: what really went
down that night? And the only person alive who
can answer that is Starr.
But what Starr does—or does not—say could
upend her community. It could also endanger
her life.

It all starts when six kids have to meet for
a weekly chat--by themselves, with no
adults to listen in. There, in the room they
soon dub the ARTT Room (short for "A
Room to Talk"), they discover it's safe to
talk about what's bothering
them--everything from Esteban's father's
deportation and Haley's father's
incarceration to Amari's fears of racial
profiling and Ashton's adjustment to his
changing family fortunes. When the six are
together, they can express the feelings
and fears they have to hide from the rest
of the world. And together, they can grow
braver and more ready for the rest of
their lives.

August Pullman was born with a facial
difference that, up until now, has
prevented him from going to a
mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at
Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than
to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his
new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s
extraordinary face. WONDER, now a #1
New York Times bestseller and included
on the Texas Bluebonnet Award master
list, begins from Auggie’s point of view,
but soon switches to include his
classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and
others. These perspectives converge in a
portrait of one community’s struggle with
empathy, compassion, and acceptance.

Book summaries were pulled from
Amazon.com and Goodreads.com

