
HRS Junior High Independent Reading Program

and Battle of the Books Competition

2021-2022

In order to better entice students to read, the junior high has an independent reading

program to supplement the literature we read in English class. Each junior high student

should have an outside reading book at all times during the school day. The goal is that

all students improve their reading ability while developing a love for the written word.

Requirements:

1. The independent reading grade is 5% of the overall English grade. Students can earn

the following grades for their reading outside of class:

200 pages = average junior high reading C

400 pages = above average junior high reading B

600 pages = excellent junior high reading A

700+ pages = outstanding A+

2. Students will record the books they read on the “Independent Reading Log” provided

by the teacher. Students are graded on the number of pages they read each trimester in

addition to the neatness and thoroughness of the record sheet. Reading logs are due at

the end of each trimester. Students need to include the totaled pages read and a parent

signature which verifies the total.

3. Students will complete at least one book review paragraph on the “Book Review”

sheet provided by the teacher. One book review is due at the end of each trimester.

4. All junior high students will participate in the Battle of the Books (BoB) competition

(Date: Spring). Students will be broken into teams to divide the list of books. Each

student is required to read two books from the BoB list for a B, three for an A, and four

or more for an A+. See BoB list on the back of this sheet.

5. Suggested daily reading is 20-30 minutes. We hope all students find books that spark

their interest and love for reading. There will be opportunities for students to give book

talks about their independent reading and share great titles with their classmates.

Students can expect daily reading as a part of their regular homework routine.



Battle of the Books Reading List

2021-2022

1. How We Became Wicked by Alexander Yates  (ETBA)

2. Fireborne by Rosaria Munda (ETBA)

3. Scary Stories for Young Foxes by Christian McKay Heidicker (ETBA)

4. The Canyon’s Edge by  Dusti Bowling  (verse)

5. The Mystery of Black Hollow Lane by Julia Nobel (ETBA)

6. All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ Soccer Team

7. by Christina Soontornvat

8. How We Got to the Moon by John Rocco

9. Efrén Divided by Ernesto Cisneros

10. What Stars Are Made Of by Sarah Allen

11. Free Lunch by Rex Ogle (ETBA)

12. A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramee (ETBA)

13. The New Kid by Jerry Craft

14. Class Act by Jerry Craft

15. When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamison  and Omar Hohamed

16. All He Knew by Helen Frost

17. Secret Soldiers by Keely Hutton  (ETBA)

18. Prairie Lotus by Linda Sue Park

19. Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls

20. Becoming Muhammed Ali by James Patterson and Kwame Alexander

21. Stand Up, Yumi Chung! by Jessica Kim

*Evergreen Teen Book Award (ETBA)

My BoB Teammates:

_______________________________           _______________________________

_______________________________           _______________________________

_______________________________           _______________________________

https://soontornvat.com/

